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‘Small Church Christmas
Eve’ Webinar has Ideas for
Doable, Meaningful
Services, Family Activities
by Mike Ferguson | Presbyterian News Service

Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Renee A. Meyer
Admin Assistant: Andrea French
Campus Ministry Director: Lisa Polivick
MOTA Intern: Asia Blanton

the Rev. Karen Ware Jackson

Children & Youth Ministry Director: Kelly
Holland

LOUISVILLE — Churches small and large and
everything in between can celebrate Advent, Christmas
Eve and Christmas Day even during a pandemic, so
long as they’re willing to innovate — and perhaps
simplify.

Music Director: vacant
Accompanist: Julie Park
W&W Storyteller: Lucy Mitchell
Nursery Attendants: Mandy Brogan,
Lindsay Crafton
Custodian: Monte Fisher
Clerk of Session: Ken Wolf
Treasurer: George Kipphut
Oﬃce Hours: By appointment only. Staﬀ
are currently working remotely from home
due to Covid-19 .

The Rev. Karen Ware Jackson, co-senior pastor at
First Presbyterian Church in Greenville, North
Carolina and webinar coordinator for Practical
Resources for Churches, said during a Friday
we b i n a r s h e t i t l e d “ S m a l l C h u r c h C h r i s t m a s
Eve” (watch it here) that she like many others “will be
sad not to see candles filling the precious space of the
sanctuary” this Christmas Eve.
“It’s hard to think of a Christmas without singing,”
Jackson said. “It’s heartbreaking.”
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Join Us!
Men's Breakfast
Every Wednesday
Morning at 7 a.m.
Dec 2, Cracker Barrel
Dec 9, Hih Burger
Dec 16, Martha's
Dec 23, Rudy's
Dec 30, Cracker Barrel
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Jackson shared an Advent prayer for the current situation
written by a Presbyterian pastor, the Rev. Kelly Fitzgerald,
which says in part: “God-with-us, we have a long list of things
we want to see on Christmas Eve. Experiences we want to
have, feelings we want to feel, friends and family we want to
hug, songs we want to sing, and even cookies we want to eat.
We hold all that before you today … But still, Christmas will
come. You still show up in our world and fill us with awe and
wonder. You will once again renew our hearts and minds to
fully hope, to express unconditional love, to share contagious
joy, and find peace — peace that passes all understanding.
“We release to you the ghosts of Christmas past and ask for
the Spirit to fill us with energy and imagination for the
Christmas that is to come. In your holy name, Amen.”
Jackson said she plans to send one advent candle to each
family at the church where she and her husband, the Rev. Rob
Jackson, are in ministry together. She plans to use the “One
Candle” Advent liturgy she wrote for 2020, which includes
these opening lines:
“Light one candle for hope.
Because the world is broken and the wait is long, but hope
just won’t let go.
Hope holds space for all our longings, lingers on the edge of
harsh reality like the dawn gently awakening the sky.
‘Keep awake,’ she whispers, ‘for the world is being made new.’

Lunch Bunch

So we light one candle, because it only takes one: Christ with
us.”

Every Thursday at

“I think it would be powerful in Zoom (worship) as everyone
lights a candle at the same time,” she said. “I think there’s a
simplicity to it that makes it workable and adaptable.”

11:45 a.m.
Dec 3, Mr. B's
Dec 10, Dumplin's
Dec 17, Sirloin Stockade
Dec 24, Christmas Eve
Dec 31, New Year's Eve

For those churches worshiping on Christmas Eve in-person
but perhaps outdoors, luminaria placed along the sidewalk
leading to worship “can help guide the spirit of the Christ
child to be residing with us,” Jackson said. One church she
knows plans to anchor its luminaria with canned food to be
later donated to people in need.
“You can write words of hope, peace, love and joy, and prayers
for people who can’t be with you” on each luminaria, she said.
She said she’ll work to keep the church’s Christmas Eve
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service to 30 minutes. “There’s a lot going on” that evening among most church members, she
said. “We’re trying to drill down to the most simple and most powerful.”
A favorite Christmas Eve passage is John 1:1-18, “a really beautiful poem for older youths and
adults,” she said. Another idea is for families to take a “Silent Night” star walk on Christmas Eve,
an idea from another Presbyterian pastor, the Rev. Traci Smith, in her book, “Faithful Families
for Advent and Christmas: 100 Ways to Make the Season Sacred.”
“Just take a walk and look up at the stars,” Jackson suggested. “Think about the magic, mystery
and beauty of the time.” After arriving back home, family members can discuss what they saw
during the walk that reminded them of the beauty and majesty of God. “What a beautiful thing
to remember,” she said, “as you go to bed on Christmas Eve.”
One Advent activity Jackson plans is something she’s calling “Christmas Car-ols.” All you need,
she said, is an automobile tuned to an all-Christmas-music station, or maybe a favorite CD. After
driving up to the home of church members or friends, “car-olers” will roll down their windows,
invite the church folks to step outside for a few moments, and then bless them with a carol or
two. “You don’t have to sing,” she said, “to have music.”
Simple Christmas pageants may be called for this Advent season. As Luke 2:1-20 is read via
Zoom, church youngsters can act it out in a costume they’ve gathered, or receive one dropped oﬀ
in advance.
This Advent, a Blue Christmas or Longest Night service can be especially needed, Jackson
said.
“In the midst of merry and bright and cheer, of fun carols and cookies and parties, there is a real
sense of loss for some people,” she said. “The idea (of a Longest Night or Blue Christmas service)
is to hold that Christ, the light of the world, comes to us all. Hold that sacred space that you
don’t have to be happy all the time this year.”
A Blue Christmas service “can be a powerful touchstone for a lot of folks,” she said. “In the pain,
there’s also hope.”
“Even in the midst of a world that has become so familiar with waiting, change and
transformation,” Jackson said, “we are experiencing so much that in previous Advents we had
only talked about. Now we are living into it, which is diﬀerent and glorious.
“I wish you an Advent season full of hope,” Jackson said to close the hour-long webinar, “and days
full of peace and purpose.”
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Hello Congregation!

student body, and Murray
semester, promoting racial
campus and in the community.

My name is Asia Blanton. I was
b o r n a n d r a i s e d i n Mu r r a y,
Kentucky. I am a sophomore at
Murray State University, seeking a
Bachelors of Science degree in
Occupational Safety and Health.
This semester, I had the privilege
of being a liaison between Ministry
Open To All (MOTA), the MSU
community. I was on a mission this
justice and fighting poverty on

I planned the Calculator Project in early August, which began September 8th. This community
service initiative gave students an opportunity to donate TI-84 calculators they no longer used or
needed. I intended to donate those calculators to MSU students that needed them for their
courses. I realize my peers do not have access to calculators for various reasons. I took initiative
with this service project, because I wanted to help them. I hoped to collect 20 calculators by
October 8th. Unfortunately, the service project didn’t go as well as I expected. I checked the
Calculator Project box, and it was empty. I understand that many students have younger siblings.
My friends handed their calculators down to their brothers and sisters. I am not discouraged, and
I may try the Calculator Project again next semester. This was a learning experience!
Along with that, I have joined other organizations at community protests to promote racial and
social equality. Every Saturday morning from 9-11am, I attended the “Move the Monument”
protests. On September 25th, I attended and spoke at the Breonna Taylor March on the MSU
campus. The following Saturday, I attended two protests in Paducah. The first one resembled the
protests in Murray, but the second was extraordinary. During the second “protest,” I went with a
group of people to hand out groceries to families in the neighborhood. The media displays
violent scenes with fires and burning buildings when referring to protests. At this “protest”
planted “Quick Fire” hydrangeas in memory of Breonna Taylor.
I know every level of government has a great impact on policies and justice standards, so
I served during the College Dems voter registration drives for several weeks leading up to
election day!
I will continue my mission during the MSU Winter break, Nov. 21 through Jan. 19. God has
called me to serve in the community. I am passionate about fighting poverty and promoting
racial equality. This Winter, Ministry Open to All (MOTA) will be cheerfully donating to Tiger
and Laker Christmas.
I desire to help the homeless, so I will be volunteering with the HOPE Calloway nonprofit
organization. HOPE Calloway provides a comprehensive approach to tackling poverty in our
community. The nonprofit organization narrows in on four key areas: housing, outreach,
prevention, and emergency assistance. They are helping more people out of the cycle of
homelessness and onto a path of a stable, healthy life! “The poverty rate in our community is
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three times higher than the national average” (HOPE Calloway). HOPE Calloway has an
incentive donation program. It is a fundraiser, called “Shining a Light on Homelessness Candle
Drive”. You will earn a candle for any donation $10 or more, the perfect Christmas decoration!
You can find out more information on their Facebook page @HOPECallowayMKY or
HOPECalloway.org/donate. The donations will directly support HOPE Calloway housing
and transportation assistance initiatives. Find out more ways to get involved and support this
wonderful organization on Facebook @HOPECalloway.
If you have any suggestions or ways that I can fight poverty or promote racial justice in another
fashion, feel free to email: ablanton5@murraystate.edu . Thank you! Have a wonderful day!
Sincerely,
Ministry Open To All (MOTA) Outreach Intern, Asia Blanton

Two Ways to Give Back:
Alternative Christmas
Gift Market & PC(USA)
Christmas Joy Offering
Submitted by the Outreach Committee
Dear First Presbyterian Church Family,
Here we are on the verge of the season of giving once again. Because of the constraints put on us
by the coronavirus pandemic, your Outreach Committee decided to mail you information about
how to participate in giving this Christmas Season. You should have already received this packet
by now, and it included information about two of our congregation’s best loved and supported
annual opportunities for helping others: our Christmas Joy Oﬀering and our Alternative
Christmas Gift Market.
A brochure about the Christmas Joy Offering was enclosed in this packet that was mailed to
you. As always, funds raised through this annual denominational oﬀering are used to assist
retired ministers and church workers who have small pensions, but also have problems aﬀording
housing, food, and medical care—just like the rest of us. If you choose to donate, you may
simply send your contribution back to church in the envelope that was included with your
packet.
You are also invited to review the Updated 2020 ACGM Catalog of local charities you may
choose to support for our Alternative Christmas Gift Market. We focused on just a few local
charities that address basic food, clothing, and shelter needs for residents of Calloway County.
The reduction in the number of charities we oﬀered this year is due to the increased need right
here in Calloway County because of the devastating impact of Covid-19. The catalog explains
that these are “alternative” gifts you may give to a loved one rather than a “regular” gift this
Christmas. If you would like to support this program, please make your check out to First
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Presbyterian Church, and mail it and your Order Form back to the church in the enclosed
envelope. Or, you may mail your order form and decide to use our church’s Online Giving
Portal to make your payment. You will be able to indicate this payment method on the order
form. If you choose to support both eﬀorts, please make separate donations for the Christmas
Joy Oﬀering and the Alternative Christmas Gift Market, as it will help us with our record
keeping.
If you would like to receive gift cards to help you announce your Alternative Christmas Gift
Market gift to friends and loved ones, please contact Deanna Wolf (270) 293-5995 or
deannawolf46@gmail.com, and she we will get them to you.
Please return your order form and payment to First Presbyterian Church by December 18, 2020.
Thank you so much for considering both of these opportunities to help people who are
struggling.
Blessings to you and yours throughout the 2020 holidays.
Sincerely,
Your Outreach Committee

Financial Report
Submitted by George Kipphut
2020 General Fund Income as of November 30 - $156,792
2020 General Fund Expenses as of November 30 - $160,936
A recap of FPC's Finances was mailed or emailed to congregation members the week of
November 14. As announced previously, the Fall Financial Pledge Campaign was delayed until the
completion of our online Open Forum Congregational Information sessions. Those meetings
have been completed and a Stewardship Letter and Pledge Card will be mailed to members and
friends this week.

FPC Outreach Service Activities for December
• FPC Donates 500 cans of Cranberry Sauce to Need Line for Christmas Basket Program
• FPC Donates Snack Packs for Community Backpack Program (School Aged Children)
• FPC Donates $200 to the Presbytery Theological Education Fund
• FPC Donates $84 to the Pastor's Discretionary Fund
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Save the Date!
Our Next Blood Drive Will Be Held On:
Thursday, December 17, 2020
From 12:30-5:30 p.m. at FPC

December Birthdays
Marcie Johnson, Dec 1
Rocky Long, Dec 3
Joan Adams, Dec 6
Hannah McKibben, Dec 10
Don Gaskin, Dec 11
Morgan Randall, Dec 12
Bill McKibben, Dec 15
John Gregory, Dec 25
Donald Fleming, Dec 25
George Kipphut, Dec 28

December Anniversaries

Elizabeth Gilliam, Dec 28

Barbara & Harry Conley, Dec 28

Debbie Hixon, Dec 30

Laynie & Chris Mitchell, Dec 28

Prayer Concerns
Church Members and Regular Attendees
Barbara Conley
Family of Russ Wall
Zack Burgess
Lisa Polivick and Family
Family of Carleen Belcher

Recovery from broken pelvis
Recovery from accident, facial surgeries
Recovery from Covid-19
A Memorial Service will be held in the spring
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Kelly Holland
Deanna Wolf
Terry Foreman
Reba Vogel and Family
Marion and Pete O'Rourke
Marilyn Miller
Joan and Whitey Adams
Cindy Barnett
Sal Matarazzo
Eva Hopkins
Paul Shaw
Mary Lynn Christensen

December 2020

Recovery from foot surgery
Recovery from knee replacement surgery
Recovery at home
Passing of her husband, Bob Vogel
Passing of their son, Peter Francis O'Rourke III
Passing of her husband, Cary Miller; Recovery
Passing of their nephew, Ruben Adams
Passing of her father, Bill Williams
At Brookdale
Home, providing meals
Declining health due to Parkinson’s Disease
Alzheimer's, Spring Creek #129

Family and Friends of the Congregation
Essential Workers and Families aﬀected by Covid-19
Julie Wallace
Jerry Meyer's daughter, Dec 15 surgery to remove vocal polyp
Family of Donnie Hendrix
Ruth Ann Ramsey and her husband, Jim (Ken Wolf 's sister, recovery from Covid-19)
Madison Berry
Kaycee Byrd's young friend, recovery from heart surgery
Jim
Cheryl & Ralph Pittman's son, recovery from Covid-19
Sheila
George Cochran's sister, concerns about testing results
Jace Legend Rivera Cepeda Cheryl and Ralph Pittman's Great Grandchild, born early and is
thriving at home
Emily Lathem
Lisa Polivick's niece, upcoming brain surgery
Marilyn
Dewayne Polivick's mother, breast cancer
Debbie Burgess' Mother
Hospice care
Courtney Fall
Rev. Dr. Renee A. Meyer's daughter, prayers for a healthy pregnancy
Ryken Stenberg
Great Grandson to Deanna and Ken Wolf, home
Kent McCammon
Friend of Kelly and Chris Holland, stage IV pancreatic and liver
cancer
Sonia Fall
Renee's son-in-law's mother, pulmonary fibrosis of lungs
Nancy Goselin
Todd Goselin's mother, recently positive for Covid-19
Bruce Pittman
Hospice Care
Pat Pittman
Ralph Pittman's son
Jim McCollouch (Maribeth Crawford's father)
Prostate cancer
Baby Finn (Family friend of Hoﬀmans)
Stage 4 cancer, chemotherapy is finished.
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