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From Pastor Renee's Desk
Submitted by Rev. Dr. Renee A. Meyer
Yes, it is November and of course this is especially the
month we remember all of the things we are thankful
for, although this year things are diﬀerent. Most of us
will be celebrating Thanksgiving diﬀerently this year,
thanks to COVID-19. Some of us may not even get to
see our families this year at all for the holidays. Some
of us will have an empty place at the table this year and
every year now, thanks to this deadly pandemic.

Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Renee A. Meyer
Clerk of Session: Ken Wolf
Treasurer: George Kipphut
Admin Assistant: Andrea French
Campus Ministry Director: Lisa Polivick
MOTA Intern: Asia Blanton
Children & Youth Ministry Director: Kelly
Holland

If this virus has taught us anything, it has taught us to
be thankful for every minute that we have with those
we love and hold dear because we do not know for how
long we will have them before suddenly they are taken
from us. If we didn’t know before to do this, we should
certainly know now: play with your kids and grandkids
as often as is possible; if you have to make a choice
between having major career success and seeing the
majority of your kids’ significant events, choose being
there with your children---you will live to regret what
you missed; make plans with friends on a regular basis
—their encouragement and positivity will do wonders
for your stress level; remember to call and check in on
folks who are homebound—we all know what that feels

Music Director: vacant
Accompanist: Julie Park
W&W Storyteller: Lucy Mitchell
Nursery Attendants: Mandy Brogan,
Lindsay Crafton
Custodian: Monte Fisher
Oﬃce Hours: Monday-Friday:
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.; 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
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Join Us!
Men's Breakfast
Every Wednesday
Morning at 7 a.m.
Nov 4, Cracker Barrel
Nov 11, Hih Burger

November 2020

like now; never take church life for granted—we know what
folly that is.
I want to take a moment to express my gratitude to all of the
people who took part in the Pastor Appreciation Month 31
Day Challenge! It warmed my heart to receive a beautiful
ecard every single day in my email. And these were not just
from a canned ecard list, but rather these had Bible verses
selected by members of the FPC Congregational Care
Committee, and “penned” by their hand. I looked forward to
opening each and every one of them!! Some of these cards, as
well as notes and letters written by other members were so
beautiful that they brought me to tears. Thank you for the
meals prepared, the meals brought in, gifts given and those
dropped oﬀ on my front porch. Thank you for making me
feel very appreciated.
Grace and peace, Pastor Renee

Nov 18, Martha's
Nov 25, Rudy's

Lunch Bunch
Every Thursday at
11:45 a.m.
Nov 5, Artisan Kitchen
Nov 12, Applebee's
Nov 19, Panera Bread
Nov 26, Thanksgiving

Dear friends of FPC,
Thanks to the generosity of our congregation
and community, Kennedy and I were able to
raise $1,300.00 for Neartown Recovery
Center in memory of Peter O’Rourke III.
When Peter passed away unexpectedly in April, his brother
Andrew and other family members planned a special event to
honor his life: Pete3Fest, which took place at the Murray
City Parks on October 17. The event started with a
skateboard competition at the Murray Lions Club Skate Park
and continued all day with an auction and concerts. All funds
created from the event were donated to Neartown, a new
Drug and Alcohol Rehab Center that has just opened in our
community.
I knew that members of our congregation loved Peter and the
entire O’Rourke family, but because of Covid-19 restrictions,
many had only been able to express their sympathies with
cards and notes. I tried to think of a way to pay tribute to his
life while also creating an opportunity for our church
members to express their love to this family that has so
faithfully served God throughout the generations at First
Presbyterian Church. Finally, inspired by my daughter’s eﬀorts
to raise money to fight children’s cancer, I decided to raise
funds with a bike-a-thon. Peter was an amazing athlete,
participating in tennis, snowboarding, skiing, surfing, and
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mixed martial arts, so challenging myself physically seemed the perfect way to honor him.
Kennedy and I like to ride our bikes together, so we created “TeamPete” and began to ride to
raise money for Neartown. We both pledged to ride our bicycles one hundred miles in September
and October. Sometimes Kennedy rode with me, and other times, she rode with her mother, and
together, we kept our part of the bargain.
When I opened the fundraiser on Facebook, my goal was to reach $500.00. I was
completely overwhelmed by our church and community’s response. People donated over $500.00
the first week of riding. I decided to raise my expectations, so I set a new goal of $1,000.00. You
can imagine my delight when we even surpassed that goal. In fact, people responded so
generously that we almost tripled our original goal, raising $1,300.00. Receiving each donation
was such a blessing. One of my closest friends from high school, whom I rarely see, donated, and
I was so touched because she lost her son to a drunk driver when he was in his early twenties.
She and Marion, my two dear friends, unknown to each other, were bound together in their
sorrow. Terry Foreman donated the same night he was so sick that he had to be hospitalized. He
was thinking of others amidst his own suﬀering. Debbie Burgess donated even as she fretted that
she might not get to see her mother again. The circle of Presbyterian women named in memory
of Marion’s mother donated in memory of Beth’s grandson. Each gift contained a story of love.
As I rode my bike, I contemplated the rich ties that bind us all together with love throughout
our time on this earth, and I thanked God for my church family and my community. Before my
father died, he told me, “It’s all about love. That’s what life is: Love. That’s what Christ was
trying to show us.”
The O’Rourke family has suﬀered a terrible loss, but God has given comfort as only He can--with
beautiful days to celebrate Peter’s life and loving friends to encircle his family. I have a snapshot
in my mind of Peter’s young, blossoming family members, gathering close on October 17,
wrapping their arms around each other, standing around his picture, smiling for the camera as
the sun shone and the leaves fell and the wind whipped their hair. As we are so separated by the
Covid-19 virus, it was truly a gift from God to come together and accomplish some small miracle
together as the body of Christ. In Christ’s Love, Lisa Polivick

On Sunday, October 25th, the Fellowship
Committee delivered 19 Halloween goody bags
to the young kids of FPC Murray! We had so
much fun shopping for the items, assembling
everything, and then delivering the bags. It was
such a joy to see the kids smile and to let them
know they are loved and cared for by everyone
at FPC! Thank you to those who contributed
monetarily. If you missed out but would like to
donate, don’t worry...you still have a chance! We
are planning to do Christmas bags, as well.
More information to come!
Thank you, Laura Ken Hoffman, Chair,
Congregational Care and Fellowship Committee
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Financial Report
Submitted by George Kipphut
2020 General Fund Income as of October 28, 2020 - $146,075
2020 General Fund Expenses as of October 28, 2020 - $147,701
The Stewardship Committee sincerely thanks all members and friends who have continued their
financial support of First Presbyterian Church during the last eight months. Contributions have
been received through the mail, through our Online Giving Portal, and since October 4, at
Sunday Worship Service. Contributions have also been received in support of the PW Backpack
Program, the Global Peace and Witness Oﬀering, Laundry Love, the Pastor's Discretionary
Fund, and the Online Technology Worship Fund.

Clerk's Corner
Submitted by Ken Wolf
Important Announcement
The October Session meeting was marked by an attempt to answer the question: “Where is God
leading us?” To better answer this question, the Session is replacing the November Session
meeting with four Open Forums to solicit the views of our members and friends on what First
Presbyterian Church should do and be during this time of COVID-19, which has resulted in less
in-person worship, fewer opportunities for fellowship and mission, and a budget shortfall for the
coming year.
The open forum meetings will be held at the church on the following dates and times:
• Sunday, November 15--After Church Service
• Monday, November 16--6:00 p.m.
• Saturday, November 21--10:00 a.m.
• Sunday, November 22--VIA ZOOM at 5:00 p.m
Session members and Pastor Renee will take note of what you say. COVID-19 Guidelines will
allow us to have 30-35 people at each meeting. Please text or email Renee at (270) 227-7714 or
Andrea at (217) 753-6460 to indicate which meeting you plan to attend. If you are unable to
attend, please send a note with your views to the church oﬃce at 1601 Main Street, Murray, KY
or send an email to fpcmurray@hotmail.com or Pastor Renee at rev.reneemeyer@gmail.com. We
think three meetings will accommodate all who wish to attend in person, but if another is
needed, it will be scheduled.
Important: During December, the Stewardship Committee and the Session will design a
budget for 2021 that will reflect your views. Please take this opportunity to have your voice
heard.
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Annual School Backpack Program
Submitted by Cheryl Pittman and Marcie Johnson
As this long year of Covid-19 winds down, we are approaching Hollyberry time. But like so many
events, it is not going to happen this year. While Presbyterian Women plan and prepare for this,
it is the entire church community that make it such a success.
The funds raised are needed for the Backpack program as well as other charities and missions
PW supports. Without Hollyberry, we will not be able to continue to sustain these programs especially to help feed hungry children when so many families are struggling. The food for the
Backpack sacks cost about $1,800.00.
So we are appealing to you, our church family, for help. During the month of November, we will
solicit donations from you which will enable us to continue our good works. If you are attending
church, you may write a check to Presbyterian Women and place it in the oﬀering plate. If you
are homebound, you may simply mail you check to: Marcie Johnson, 410 N. 7th St., Murray, KY
42071. You may also contribute online through our FPC website, http://fpcmurray.com/ . Just
choose the “online giving portal” on the right and then select “FPC Other Contributions” on the
donations page. A note box will let you indicate that this amount is your gift to PW.
We thank all of you for your assistance in meeting our goal.
Sincerely,
Cheryl Pittman, chair of Presbyterian Women
Marcie Johnson, Treasurer

Outreach
Submitted by Shirley Latto
In August 2019, Briggs and Stratton announced the closing of its Murray facility by Fall 2020.
The lay-oﬀs began right away and few people had any assurance or even hope of finding another
job right away. This devastating blow to our community and our economy was quickly followed
by another devastating event none of us have ever before experienced, Covid-19. March 23, 2020
saw the close of all nonessential retail in Kentucky. This resulted in numerous jobs being put "on
hold", while many were lost entirely.
As a result of this unprecedented loss of jobs and consequent need for assistance, Need Line will
be giving 1,000 food baskets this Christmas to local families. For the past several years, FPC has
contributed 300 cans of cranberry sauce (jellied or whole berry), but this year our goal is to
donate 500 cans. After researching available options for ordering individual cans online, I found
that we can order from Wal-Mart and have it delivered to the store. A 4-pack of 14 ounce cans is
available for just $3.47. If anyone has a donation they need to have picked up and brought to
FPC, I would be happy do this. December 6 will be the last day for bringing your cranberry sauce
to FPC.
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This is a huge task for our congregation, but we have a tremendously generous heart and always
meet any challenge with faith, that through God’s grace we will be successful.
Blessings,
Shirley Latto
Outreach Committee Chair

FPC Outreach Service Activities for November
• FPC Donates $500 to Need Line
• FPC Donates $500 to Living Waters for the World
• FPC Donates $83 to the Pastor's Discretionary Fund

Joys & Celebrations
Dear Church Family,
Our wedding date is quickly approaching, and since we
are only mailing invitations to out of town guests, we
would like to take this opportunity to invite each of you
to join us! The wedding will take place on Saturday,
December 12, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. with a dinner reception
to follow. Both events will be held at Valor Hall
Conference & Event Center located at 105 Walter
Garrett Lane, Oak Grove, KY 42262. Renee will be
oﬃciating the ceremony. Guests will be seated at
assigned tables spaced six feet apart for both the
ceremony and reception, and the dinner will be served.
We are also asking that everyone please wear a face
mask.
We want you to feel welcome to attend and would love
to see all of you there. However, we are living in
unprecedented times, and more than anything, we want
you all to remain safe and healthy. With that being said,
please feel free to celebrate with us in spirit from the
safety of your own home. I promise, we wil l
understand! Your attendance is not necessary for us to
know and feel your love and support. So stay safe, my friends!
If you do plan to attend, please RSVP online with your meal choice by November 21st at
theknot.com/harrison-locke-wedding or by contacting Sarah at (270) 205-7580.
With much love, Sarah Locke & Bryant Harrison
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Our staﬀ pianist, Julie Ji Sun Park, and her
husband, Albert Seo, are happy to share these
adorable pictures of their baby, Daniel Seo, who is
now 10 weeks old and doing very well. Hello, Baby
Daniel! You are such a blessing.
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Save the Date!
Our Next Blood Drive Will Be Held On:
Thursday, December 17, 2020
From 12:30-5:30 p.m. at FPC

November
Birthdays
Bev Reuter, Nov 3
Jamie Helton, Nov 12
Zach Burgess, Nov 14
Terry Holmes, Nov 15
Terri Long, Nov 17
Ross Meloan, Nov 18
Chris Mitchell, Nov 25

November Anniversaries

Leah Jenkins, Nov 26

Joan & Whitey Adams, November 7

Robin Holmes, Nov 28

Prayer Concerns
Church Members and Regular Attendees
Family of Carleen Belcher
Kelly Holland
Dwayne Polivick
Deanna Wolf
Barbara Conley
Terry Foreman

A Memorial Service will be held in the spring
Recovery from foot surgery
Lisa Polivick's husband, not feeling well
Recovery from knee replacement surgery
Recovery at home, passing of her sister, Patricia Messick
Recovery at home
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Corky Broughton
Reba Vogel and Family
Marion and Pete O'Rourke
Marilyn Miller
Joan and Whitey Adams
Cindy Barnett
Sal Matarazzo
Eva Hopkins
Paul Shaw
Mary Lynn Christensen

November 2020

Recovery from hip surgery, physical therapy
Passing of her husband, Bob Vogel
Passing of their son, Peter Francis O'Rourke III
Passing of her husband, Cary Miller; Recovery
Passing of their nephew, Ruben Adams
Passing of her father, Bill Williams
At Brookdale
Home, providing meals
Declining health due to Parkinson’s Disease
Alzheimer's, Spring Creek #129

Family and Friends of the Congregation
Essential Workers and Families aﬀected by Covid-19
John Locke
Sarah Locke's brother, recovery from Covid-19
Madison Berry
Kaycee Byrd's young friend, recovery from heart surgery
Jim
Cheryl & Ralph Pittman's son, recovery from Covid-19
Sheila
George Cochran's sister, concerns about testing results
Jace Legend Rivera Cepeda Cheryl and Ralph Pittman's Great Grandchild, born early and is
thriving at home
Emily Lathem
Lisa Polivick's neice, upcoming brain surgery
Marilyn
Dewayne Polivick's mother, breast cancer
Debbie Burgess' Mother
Recovery from surgery
Courtney Fall
Rev. Dr. Renee A. Meyer's daughter, prayers for a healthy pregnancy
Ryken Stenberg
Great Grandson to Deanna and Ken Wolf, home
Kent McCammon
Friend of Kelly and Chris Holland, stage IV pancreatic and liver
cancer
Sonia Fall
Renee's son-in-law's mother, pulmonary fibrosis of lungs
Nancy Goselin
Todd Goselin's mother
Bruce Pittman
Hospice Care
Pat Pittman
Ralph Pittman's son
Employees of Briggs & Stratton
Jim McCollouch (Maribeth Crawford's father)
Prostate cancer
Baby Finn (Family friend of Hoﬀmans)
Stage 4 cancer, chemotherapy is finished.
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