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From Pastor Renee's Desk
Submitted by Rev. Dr. Renee A. Meyer
As I have communicated with people in our church
family, one of the things folks have missed most is
being together as a congregation. That is not at all
surprising since community and fellowship is the life
force of our faith. Jesus said, “Whenever two or three
of you come together in my name, I am there with
you.” (Matthew 18:20)

Church Sta!
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Renee A. Meyer
Clerk of Session: Ken Wolf
Treasurer: George Kipphut
Admin Assistant: Andrea French
Campus Ministry Director: Lisa Polivick
MOTA Intern: vacant
Children & Youth Ministry Director: Kelly
Holland
Music Director: Emma Whitt

This pandemic has fueled the church to think of new
and creative ways to be a community while we remain
at a distance. Even when we are able to return to inperson worship and other gatherings, things will still be
very diﬀerent. Although we will need to maintain
social distancing and wear masks while together—we
will at least get to be with one another.
While many members of our church family will feel
comfortable with the idea of meeting in person, there
are others who will not feel comfortable being in a large
group because they are part of a vulnerable population
due to health and/or age. Therefore, some of them do
not wish to return to in person worship until a vaccine
is available. That is absolutely understandable. We
must therefore continue and expand our eﬀorts to
“make community” however we can by using digital

Accompanist: Julie Park
W&W Storyteller: Lucy Mitchell
Nursery Attendants: Mandy Brogan, Lucy
Mitchell, Lindsay Crafton
Custodian: Monte Fisher
Oﬃce Hours: Monday-Friday:
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.; 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
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Join Us!
Men's Breakfast
Every Wednesday
Morning at 7 a.m.
June 3, Martha's
June 10, Rudy's
June 17, Cracker Barrel
June 24, Hih Burger

Lunch Bunch
Every Thursday at
11:45 a.m.
June 4, Tom's Grille
June 11, Culver's
June 18, Cracker Barrel
June 25, Mugsy's
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forums. We are also going to start sending DVDs of our
worship service to members who do not have access to join us
online. Beginning June 14, we will live stream the 11:00 a.m.
worship service, as well as have the video preserved for online
viewing and access at any time.
We have already experimented with Zoom for various
meetings and it has been great to be able to see people’s faces
on the computer, tablet, or phone. The Synod of Living
Waters has a Zoom account and they have made it available
for any church in its 12 presbyteries to use for free with no
time limits. The only limitation to this is that we have to
check with the synod to see if the particular time slot we want
to use is available. So far that has not been much of a
problem.
Since our Midweek Oasis time was cut short, we will be
launching a Zoom Oasis beginning Wednesday, June 17th from
6-7:30 p.m. I have selected Adam Hamilton’s book entitled,
"Unafraid: Living with Courage and Hope in Uncertain
Times" for our first study. We also have the accompanying
video to go along with the book and I will show that on Zoom
as well. If you have never used Zoom, then you have to go to
zoom.us and establish an account. It is free so no worries
about that. Then the Monday before we meet on Wednesday
I will send out the link to our particular Zoom meeting. If
you do not have a computer, tablet or smart phone, no worries
because you can call in from any phone (including a land line)
and still participate. You won’t get to see people’s faces or the
video—but you will get to hear everything and participate in
the conversation. We will make sure you have the phone
number to call if this interests you.
Mary Swartz is also going to begin a book club and it will
meet via Zoom! This will be open to the FPC family as well as
to folks outside of our congregation. What an opportunity to
meet new people or connect with friends from the
community!! Look for details about this in Mary’s article. I
am excited about the books Mary is suggesting. We are so
thankful for this new chance to build community.
I am thankful for all of those members of our congregation
who have taken the time to call and check in with each other
during this time of separation. Congregational care is
something that we can all participate in through calls, emails,
and cards. As always, I want to express my sincere
appreciation to our Congregational Care Committee, which
does such a fantastic job of keeping us connected and feeling
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cared for. Special thanks goes out to Laura Ken Hoﬀman, elder chair of that committee and her
card writing dynamos: Ann Wells, Marcie Johnson, and Marion O’Rourke. I cannot tell you how
many people have been touched by these beautiful cards and the meaningful words of
encouragement and hope written within them.
Our world is diﬀerent now and the church must adapt to changing circumstances so that we are
able to continue the ministry of Christ in new ways. It will take vision and creativity, and a
willingness for us to think outside of our usual toolbox. With God’s help, we will be up to the
task.
My prayer is that each of you will be healthy and safe. May God bless you until we meet again, in
person or otherwise.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Renee

Financial Report
Submitted by George Kipphut
2020 General Fund Income as of April 30, 2020 - $57,213
2020 General Fund Expenses as of April 30, 2020 - $63,180
On behalf of the Stewardship and Finance Committee, we express a sincere THANK YOU to
those members and friends who have continued their financial support of FPC during our
prolonged closure. Many donations have been received through the mail and through FPC’s
new online giving option. Your continued support is both appreciated and essential as we move
through the times ahead. If you would like to try out the online giving option, please visit this
link to our online giving portal or go to FPC’s homepage at fpcmurray.com.
Despite this generous support, FPC income has declined since early March. This necessitated a
temporary reduction in pay and/or furloughing of four of our church staﬀ. However, this update
can conclude with some very good news. Mr. Greg Goodwiller, Executive of the Synod of Living
Waters of the Presbyterian Church (USA), encouraged congregations to apply for payroll
assistance loans through the U.S. CARES Act and the Payroll Protection Program. First
Presbyterian Church submitted an application through The Murray Bank. We were notified the
week of May 4 that our application was successful! We have received a loan for $24,333. The loan
can be used for payroll expenses and utility costs. The loan will allow FPC to retain all staﬀ at
their normal wages at least through the end of June. If the funds are used for approved expenses,
the loan does not have to be repaid! We thank our Synod for bringing this opportunity to FPC’s
attention.

Worship Committee Update
Submitted by Tana Field
One of the many reasons I chose to make FPC my church home was due to the strong musical
tradition and evident appreciation for music as a part of the worship service. As a professional
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musician, I have been watching with great interest government guidelines and scientific studies
as they pertain to possibilities for music making in the near future within both my professional
and personal/church life. Among musical communities, there has been a significant amount of
concern expressed for the safety of people singing together during these challenging times, and a
great deal of discussion as to how we can best move forward during this uncertainty.
Unfortunately, the general consensus is that for the time being, there is no safe way for groups of
people to sing together, even with masks, due to the number of aerosols generated by singing, the
distance aerosols created by singing can travel, and the general deeper breathing that occurs in
singing as opposed to speaking. Known scientific data is being backed up at least anecdotally
from sad news stories of multiple COVID-19 cases stemming from choral rehearsals and group
singing.
With congregational safety in mind, I fully support the session decision that there will be no
choir or congregational singing for the next three months, and also no use of wind instruments in
services, as we cannot definitively say those will be safe alternatives at this time. Keyboard and
string instruments are the safest known options for us at this moment, and therefore I believe
most of the music in our services should be generated from the piano and organ. Being in a time
of unknowns, I think it so important to err on the side of caution while continuing to review
research and guidelines as they evolve. This is diﬃcult for me—I am a musician—we are a
musical congregation, and we will continue to make music together in the long run. For the
moment, however, I look forward to worshipping with you again in person and delving more
deeply into the other aspects of what makes FPC Murray such a special congregation.

Congregational Care & Fellowship
Submitted by Laura Ken Hoﬀman
Hello, Church Family!
The Congregational Care & Fellowship committee is going to be organizing meals for Eva
Hopkins. We are asking for a dinner for Eva once a week (every Sunday seems to work nicely).
She does not have any allergies but she does have some dietary restrictions: no red sauce, nuts,
corn, or seeds. She eats early, so if possible please have the meal there by 4:00 p.m. If you would
like to help provide a meal for Eva, please contact me at: lauraken.stewart@gmail.com.

One of the consequences of the coronavirus has been a loss of
income for many people in Murray. Our campus ministry has
decided to alleviate the cost of food somewhat by planting a
community garden and giving away its produce. This year, we are
raising tomatoes, okra, squash, cucumbers, and onions.
At several PCMB meetings, member Terri Ford, who attends church
at FPC of Calvert City, has told us about the community garden at
their church. She loves the new ministry because it has helped her
congregation form new relationships with people in the community as they come together to
tend the garden and to take home fresh produce.
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A new vegetable
garden has been
planted on the
(previously) empty land
east of the MOTA house.
This garden features a
variety of plants and is a
new outreach venture
for MOTA and FPC.

My husband, Dewayne Polivick, and I have agreed to head
this ne w ministr y. Br yant Harrison’s grandfather
volunteered to break the ground for us, and Renee and Jerry
donated a tiller for our use. Volunteers planted the garden
last Sunday.
Because of the coronavirus, we will not be able to allow
community members to work with us at this point.
Instead, members of the congregation will tend the garden
while maintaining social distancing. We know that many
people in our church would love to help with this endeavor.
We will send out messages through the prayer chain when
we need help. Everyone is welcome to participate.
At the PCMB meeting, we addressed how the coronavirus
has aﬀected the MOTA ministry. We are going to be
limited with the direct
contact we can have
with new students at
MSU. I’m sure the university will give us new guidelines as
we approach the fall semester. All summer orientations will
be via internet, so we won’t have tables set up in the Curris
Center. We realized that we would not be able to travel to
Guatemala until the virus is no longer a danger.
As we reimagined how we could structure the MOTA
ministry, we decided to focus upon alleviating poverty in
our own community. College students often have great
financial need. Besides raising a garden, we are considering using one of our bedrooms of the
MOTA house as a food bank and school supply source for college students. We will be recruiting
a new MOTA Intern this summer. Natasha Purcell resigned because of the need to devote more
time supporting her family.
I am so thankful for our interconnectedness as a denomination. The idea of planting the garden
occurred because MOTA is linked to churches across the Presbytery. We also learned that FPC
of Calvert City applied for grant money from our denomination to start their garden. We will be
looking for opportunities to seek grant money in the future to expand our MOTA ministry.
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We are excited about the new direction our college ministry is taking, and we are committed to
maintaining the important relationship our church has with the students and faculty of Murray
State.
In Christian service,
Lisa Polivick

Outreach
Submitted by Shirley Latto
COVID19 has changed our normal lives to a degree that sometimes we are simply focused on
what is happening to us individually, and temporarily lose sight of what others are going through
during this pandemic as well. Well, perhaps this hasn’t happened to everyone, but evidently it has
in my case. While Easter was still the same deeply powerful day for me, the very important
Special Oﬀering of One Great Hour of Sharing slipped past without the opportunity to share
with everyone how necessary our donations are. Yes, it was clearly marked on my calendar, but …
I really don’t have an explanation.
The heading of the information packet I received for our Special Oﬀerings Seasons of 2020, is
titled, “We Are The Church Together.” This resonated intensely with me because the phrase we
hear again and again is, “We Are in This Together”. We have always been together, in our eﬀort
to generously give our oﬀerings and support God’s work. This work attends to a worldwide need
for help over every stage of life. This is a reflection of our compassion for each other and the
world. The One Great our of Sharing is my favorite oﬀering of the year because the kids can be
involved by passing out the little fish boxes for our loose change. It is always fun to see how the
fish are decorated and I like to think this reflects each of us. We may be soft and quiet like
pastels or we might be loud and brightly colored, but we are still working passionately together.
Be prepared, these little boxes may still appear when we are able to meet in person once again.
Thank you for supporting these oﬀerings.
Please accept this as an invitation to participate in a belated Easter Sunday oﬀering to be given
to Our Great Hour of Sharing. The Pentecost oﬀering on May 31 will be our next opportunity to
support God’s work.

April-June FPC Service Activities
April

FPC Donates $1,400 to Presbytery
FPC Donates $400 to Need Line
FPC Donates $84 to the Pastor's Discretionary Fund

May

FPC Donates $250 to Laundry Love
FPC Donates $200 to the Presbytery Theological Education Fund
FPC Donates $84 to the Pastor's Discretionary Fund

June

FPC Donates $84 to the Pastor's Discretionary Fund
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Midweek Oasis
Submitted by Andrea French
First Presbyterian Church will kick oﬀ a special Zoom Midweek Oasis
summer session on Wednesday, June 17, from 6-7:30 p.m. Anyone is
welcome and able to join the online discussion group! Members will
discuss Adam Hamilton’s book, Una"aid: Living with Courage and Hope in
Uncertain Times. The book may be purchased through Amazon.com for
$16.59. If you need the church oﬃce to order a book for you please let
us know. You may choose to participate online via computer, tablet, or
smart phone. You may also connect through a landline.

"Getting to Know You" Member Spotlight
Hello! I am Alice Alexander. Danny Rowland and I have
known one another since 1975, when we met in Nashville,
He was a guitar player, and I was a reporter for the morning
paper, The Nashville Tennessean. We were together for
several years, and then parted ways for a time--forty years.
We found one another on Facebook three years ago, and
started a new life together here in Murray, which also
happens to be Danny's hometown. During the intervening
years when we were apart, I continued working as a
journalist, an EMT, and a nurse. I married, and had a
daughter, Jane, who now lives in New York State with her
family. Jane and her husband have a three-year-old, Maddie,
and (by the time you read this) will be parents to Maddie's
baby sister Emma. Grandma is, to put it mildly, entirely
over the moon with joy and anticipation.
Meanwhile, Danny continued in his line of work, recording
and touring with several singer-songwriters whom some of
you may know, among them Billy Edd Wheeler, Alex
Harvey, Guy Clark, and Townes Van Zandt. He was married for twenty years to a woman he met
after retiring from the road. He worked in several jobs here in town, including at a tobacco store
and at the former Glendale Nursing Home.
Now that we are together again, I spend most of my time caring for Danny, who suﬀers from
multiple health problems in his old age. I have also enrolled as a senior student at Murray State
University, where I have enjoyed taking classes in creative writing. I cherish my daily walks to
Chestnut Park, and make time for reading and practicing Spanish. Danny spends most of his
time watching TV.
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Hello! I am Dennis Mills. I have made my
home in Murray, Ky for 43 years. I have been a
hairdresser during that time and currently work
at the Mane Event salon. My passions are
history, art history, travel, genealogy and
exploring my family homeland in the Land
Between the Rivers. I have attended First
Presbyterian Church for several years. My
personal belief is that everyone has a right to
worship God and no person has the authority
to dictate who can and cannot attend a church
and be welcomed in it. Thus leading me to
First Presbyterian church.

New Zoom Book Club
Submitted by Andrea French
Mary Swartz has volunteered to lead a new book club! In keeping with
the current theme of this pandemic, this book club will be held online
via Zoom. Open to anyone, this group might read books such as: "The
Bluest Eye" by Toni Morrison, "The Gifts of Imperfection" by Brene
Brown, and "Shameless" by Nadia Bolz-Weber. This would be a great
way to establish a little more connection in your life. If you or your
friends are interested in joining, please contact Mary Swartz via text at
(270) 873-8495.

Bethany O’Rourke O’Neill
(orange mask) and her
team at Respiratory Clinic
in Front Royal, Virginia are
especially thankful to First
Presbyterian Church in
Murray, KY for our constant
prayers as they work
during the Covid-19
pandemic. They are truly
grateful.

Pastor Renee will be
on vacation May
22-29, visiting family
in Kansas City. Bob
Valentine will lead our
May 24, 2020 Online
Worship Service.
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Soup for the Soul
Submitted by Ann Stanley
Our church has been in communication with Soup for the Soul, and we will not be needed to
help out on May 18, which would normally have been our night to serve. We will be contacted
when we are able to begin service again. Many thanks to those who continue to pray for this
wonderful facility that has been able to continue to serve the hungry in our area!

Quarantine Brain Exercise
Submitted by Dawn Gaskin
Can you find the names of sixteen (16) books of the Bible hidden in the paragraph below?
I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible (merely by a fluke). It kept people
looking so hard for the facts and for others it was a revelation. Some were in a jam, especially
since the name of the books were not capitalized, but the truth finally struck home to numbers
of readers. To others it was a real job. We want it to be a most fascinating few moments for you.
Yes, there will be some really easy ones to spot. Others may require judges to help them. I will
quickly admit it usually takes a minister to find one of them, and there will be loud lamentations
when it is found. A little lady says she brews a cup of tea so she can concentrate better. See how
well you can compete. Relax now. There really are sixteen names of books in this story.

FPC Murray Elder Shepherds
Submitted by Bi# Stewart
"Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, serving as overseers – not because you
must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to
serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock."
1 Peter 5:2-4
To further nurture, care and develop better communication between the Session and members /
friends of First Presbyterian Church, Session voted to implement an Elder’s Shepherd Plan.
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Each current, active Elder will have a list of members/friends (family units) to stay in contact
with and pray for. The Session felt that this would build cohesive, close, small church families
within our larger church family.
During the conversations with their members/friends, the Elder will relay any new church/
session news, prayer concerns, and upcoming church events.
The member/friend will be able to ask questions and voice any concerns that they might have, as
well as ask for prayer concerns/praises.
It is hoped that by staying connected and transparent, a trusting relationship will be built
between the Elders and their flock, which in turn will result in First Presbyterian Church of
Murray continuing to be a church which actively shows that …. No matter who you are …. or
where you are on life’s journey …. You are welcome here!

Dear Church Family,
The session met on Monday, May 11 for 3 hours in its regular meeting. Most of our meeting was
dedicated to making decisions about a return to in person worship and meeting gatherings at the
church.
We will oﬀer more detailed information in the newsletter which the oﬃce hopes to have out
early next week but we knew you would be wanting to know of some of these decisions in
advance of that, so we oﬀer them here.
These decisions are based on the guidelines put out by our state and government oﬃcials. We
hope that a spirit of grace and concern for our neighbor will abound as we strive to keep
everyone safe and healthy during these uncertain times.
•

Sunday, June 14 is set as the first congregational worship unless there is a significant increase
in COVID-19 cases between now and that date. This date will allow us to see if there is a
spike in local cases during the state's reopen process before we attempt in person worship.

•

We will oﬀer two worship times on Sunday mornings: 9:00 and 11:00 am. Session members
will be contacting you to determine your preference, however we will ultimately have to make
worship time assignments for each individual family unit so that proper social distancing is
maintained and we stay within the limits of how many people may occupy the church
building at one time. These are guidelines for reopening churches as determined by the state/
CDC and are also being recommended by our presbytery and denomination.

•

We will live-stream and record the 11:00 worship for those who feel they shouldn't attend in
person worship.

•

Masks covering both the mouth and nose must be worn at all times while in the church
building. Remember this is to protect your neighbor. People are most contagious 2 days
before they develop COVID-19 symptoms. In addition, our insurance carrier has notified us
that if the reopen guidelines are not followed and someone gets sick with COVID-19, then
the church is liable. If you do not have your own mask the church will have some available.

Page 10

www.fpcmurray.com

April-June 2020

•

There will no choir or congregational singing for the next 3 months because this can spread
droplets of the virus up to 20 feet. There will be no use of wind instruments either. We will
have the piano and soloists only.

•

There will be no nursery or Children Worship & Wonder at this time. Children will need to
sit with their families in the sanctuary. We will resume these as soon as we feel it is safe to do
so.

•

There will be no Sunday school due to the necessary cleaning required between services

•

No food or drinks are to be made/served at church.

•

We will reopen the church on June 1st to non-worship meetings and activities, contingent
upon there being no significant increase in the local COVID-19 cases. Groups will be limited
to 10 people and each group will be asked to follow disinfecting guidelines developed by
session and participants must wear masks.

•

Blood drive scheduled for June 11 at FPC will be permitted as long as they oﬀer curbside
waiting and they can maintain the 10 person limit.

•

On Wednesday, June 17, we will begin Zoom Oasis!! We will be reading Adam Hamilton's book
Unafraid, and watching the accompanying video. Details will follow in the newsletter.

•

Plans are in the works for having a once a month parking lot service. Session will talk more
about this at its June meeting.

•

Pastor Renee and Andrea will return to the oﬃce June 1st. To limit exposure to Andrea and
her family she will be working 8-noon at the church and finish out the afternoons working
from home. Therefore we ask you to refrain from visiting the main oﬃce in the mornings.
Pastor Renee will remain in the oﬃce during the afternoons (Noon-3) and you are welcome to
come by the church then or if you need to see her during the morning block, you are asked to
make an appointment.

•

A Shepherd Plan is being developed for congregational care. Details will follow in the
newsletter.

We hope that everyone will have a sacrificial spirit as we each do everything in our power to
protect the most vulnerable among us. None of these decisions came easy to us, but each of the
decisions was unanimously accepted.
If you have questions then feel free to contact any member of session, Andrea, or Pastor Renee.
In Christ's Service,
Members of Session:
Bill Stewart

Tana Field

Shirley Latto

Tom Lyford

Morgan Randall

Laura Ken Hoﬀman

Sarah Locke

Chris Holland

Debbie Hixon
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April, May & June
Birthdays
Lisa Polivick, April 8
Laura Ken Hoﬀman, April 10
Whitey Adams, April 10
Sal Matarazzo, April 21
Deanna Wolf, April 21

April, May & June
Anniversaries

Ralph Pittman, April 30
Ronald Hoﬀman, May 1

Andrea & Dave Howe, April 4

Eric Frederick, May 1

Marcie & Michael Johnson, May 17

Sue Cochran, May 5

Robin & Terry Holmes, May 25

Renee Meyer, May 7

Mary & Kevin Swartz, May 25

Griﬃn Hoﬀman, May 10

Susan & Bill Stewart, June 4

Tonie Belcher, May 17

Deanna & Ken Wolf, June 4

Maribeth Crawford, May 18

Laura Ken and Ronald Hoﬀman, June 5

Victoria Holmes, May 19

Lisa & Dewayne Polivick, June 6

Tom Lyford, May 23

Terri & Rocky Long, June 20

Sarah Locke, May 28
Stephanie McClain, June 2
Elizabeth McClain, June 2
Laynie Mitchell, June 5

"Now have come the shining days

Russ Wall, June 6

When field and wood are robed anew,

Harry Conley, June 8

And o'er the world a silver haze

Melinda Wall, June 14
Dewayne Polivick, June 16

Mingles the emerald with the blue."

Greyson Crawford, June 16

--by John Burroughs

Prayer Concerns
Church Members and Regular Attendees
Jamie Helton

Broken leg, recovery
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Shirley Latto

Cataract surgery, recovery

Marion and Pete O'Rourke

Passing of their son, Peter Francis O'Rourke III

Marilyn Miller

Passing of her husband, Cary Miller; Recovery

Joan and Whitey Adams

Passing of their nephew, Ruben Adams

Debbie Burgess

Recovery from back pain

Cindy Barnett

Passing of her father, Bill Williams

Cheryl Pittman

Foot and hand nerve pain

Sal Matarazzo

At Brookdale

Eva Hopkins

Home

Paul Shaw

Declining health due to Parkinson’s Disease

Mary Lynn Christensen

Alzheimer's, Spring Creek #129

Family and Friends of the Congregation
Essential Workers and Families aﬀected by Covid-19
Ryken Stenberg

Great Grandson to Deanna and Ken Wolf, home

Jeannine Thelen

Continued recovery from Covid-19

Hannah Rayburn-Lake

Recovery after back surgery

Kent McCammon

Friend of Kelly and Chris Holland, stage IV pancreatic and liver
cancer

Sonia Fall

Renee's son-in-law's mother, pulmonary fibrosis of lungs

Family of David Schaaf

Andrea French's friend

Nancy Goselin

Todd Goselin's mother

Bruce Pittman

Hospice Care

Pat Pittman

Ralph Pittman's son

Marcia Beam

Debbie Hixon's friend, now cancer free!

Employees of Briggs & Stratton
Jim McCollouch (Maribeth Crawford's father)

Prostate cancer

Baby Finn (Family friend of Hoﬀmans)

Stage 4 cancer, chemotherapy is finished.

Darcy Hendricks (Tana Field's friend)

Recovery from brain stem stroke

Jim McCullouch (Maribeth Crawford's grandfather)
Mark Jones (Debbie Hixon's brother in law)

Non-Hodgkins disease, treatments finished,
doing well.

Gwen Wolf (Deanna's friend)

Lung transplant recovery. Doing well.
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