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HAPPENINGS
First Presbyterian Church | 1601 Main St., Murray, KY 42071 | (270) 753-6460

D e a r Fr i e n d s o f Fi r s t
Presbyterian,

Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Renee A. Meyer
Clerk of Session: Carol Allen
Treasurer: George Kipphut
Admin Assistant: Andrea French
Campus Ministry Director: Lisa Polivick
Youth Directors: Andrew & Janie Green
Music Director: Kate Tombaugh
Accompanist: Christy D'Ambrosio
Storyteller: Lucy Mitchell
Nursery Attendants: Mandy Brogan,
Lucy Mitchell, Lindsay Crafton
Custodian: Monte Fisher
Oﬃce Hours:
Mon-Fri 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.;

Students have returned from
the holidays, and we are
excited to begin another
semester of activities. A
major undertaking is our
mission trip to Guatemala.
We are returning to San Lucas Toliman for our second
mission trip during the students’ spring break, March
17-23. Sarah Locke will be traveling with a group from
Paducah, New Jersey, and Vermont. Jenna Goggins is
our contact in Paducah, and Jennifer DeMauro recruits
a medical team from her acquaintances in New Jersey
and Vermont. This is the same group that Da’Sha Tuck
traveled with two years ago. Jenna and Jennifer have had
a twenty-year relationship with the people in this area.
We will be taking new tennis shoes for school age
students, providing Bible School materials for children,
and taking toys to a home for children with special
needs. Our church will also be providing funding
($2,650.00) to build a house for a family. The team was
so excited to hear that we had the funds to make this
project happen! In addition to this work, we will donate
$360.00 to pay for another year’s education for our
child that we agreed to foster two years ago. Best of all,
we will not be raising any new funds for this venture.
We will be using the donations you so generously made
last year to finance the trip that was canceled due to the
volcanic eruption.
MOTA Fellowship still takes place every Tuesday night
at 7:00 p.m., and Bible Study is at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday
mornings at the MOTA House. Ascher and Tesla will

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
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Join Us!

Men's Breakfast
Every Wednesday
Morning at 7 a.m.
Feb 6, Cracker Barrel
Feb 13, Crossroads
Feb 20, Hih Burger
Feb 27, Martha's

Lunch Bunch

February 2019

continue to provide music before each worship service at
10:30 a.m., and Debbie Burgess will be preparing homecooked meals so that MOTA students can eat together after
church each Sunday. Shelby Grimm is doing a great job as our
MOTA intern. We will be continuing our PB and J fellowship
with the Episcopalian students, and we will also continue
monthly service projects. Thank you for providing our
students with so much support while they are at Murray State.
They are growing in their faith and their love for each other.
We appreciate you so much.
Sincerely,
Lisa Polivick

MOTA February
Calendar
February 5

Follow MOTA on Facebook!

Clean the MOTA House

February 12
Service project—make valentines for
shut-ins and those in nursing homes
February 19

Kids' meal and a movie

February 26

Coﬀee shop night

We have Sunday School in the MOTA house every Sunday
morning at 9:30 a.m. Coﬀee and pastries are provided! We
also have a home-cooked meal each Sunday after church in
the MOTA House.

Every Thursday at 12 p.m.
Feb 7, Sirloin Stockade
Feb 14, August Moon
Feb 21, Don Sol
Feb 28, The Keg
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Soup for the Soul
Submitted by Ann Stanley & Marcie Johnson
Our Soup for the Soul experience this month proved to be another
wonderful evening, with plenty of help, and wonderful people. Luke and
Maribeth brought Aubrey and Greyson and they were eager to help clean
tables and carry the drinks to the guests. The guests were so surprised by
the unusual service, they will probably expect it every time!
George Kipphut continued to show oﬀ his ability to wash dishes and can be proud of the fact
that he washed every single dish, pot, pan, tray or utensil that was used that evening. I bet that
no one else can claim that distinction, George!
Extra clean up help came from some young black students from Murray State that were paying
homage to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and wanted to serve others. They filled their trays and sat
with other guests eating and exchanging conversation. Once they were fed we put them to work,
cleaning bathrooms, mopping and hauling away trash, amidst lots of laughing and fun banter.
Thank you to all who were able to lend a hand and “feed the sheep”!
Our next opportunity to serve at Soup for the Soul is Monday, March 18. We are running two
shifts. The first shift is from 2:15-4:30 p.m. That consists of preparing the evening meal and
beginning to serve. The second shift is from 4:30-6:30 p.m. and that consists of serving and
clean-up. We would like to have at least four people plus one leader per shift. Marcie Johnson,
(270) 853-0128, will be coordinating the early shift, and Ann Stanley, (270) 293-7049, will be
coordinating the second shift. Please call or text and let us know if you are able to help out that
day. We welcome anyone’s help, even if you haven’t worked there previously. Thank you for your
consideration!

Alternative Christmas Gift Market: It's a Wrap!
Submitted by Deanna Wolf
Dear friends, the Outreach Committee is very happy to report on the success of our fifteenth
Alternative Christmas Gift Market. Your generous gifts have provided our chosen charities with
the ability to do more of the work that we believe helps those in need. Here is a look at your
wonderful results:
1. Lost But Loved Animal Rescue

8 donors

$135.00

2. Pastor's Discretionary Fund

10 donors

$525.00

3. Soup for the Soul

8 donors

$170.00

4. Medical Benevolence Foundation

2 donors

$110.00

5. Living Waters for the World

4 donors

$100.00

6. Main Street Youth Center

6 donors

$270.00

7. Merryman House

0 donors
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8. Presbyterian Disaster Assistance

3 donors

$50.00

9. West Kentucky Mentoring

2 donors

$30.00

10. CASA by the Lakes

6 donors

$165,00

11. Doctors Without Borders

6 donors

$190.00

12. Heifer International/honeybees

6 donors

$240.00

GRAND TOTAL

$1,985.00

Head & Heart Update
Submitted by Ken Wolf
Following a rich discussion of Elaine Pagels, "Why Religion?" at our
January meeting, Head & Heart members decided to pursue
another book in this same genre, which I call "spiritual biography
with an intellectual dimension." [Other suggestions for what this
sort of readable "Head & Heart" non-fiction should be called are
welcome!]
On February 21, we will discuss Naomi Levy's, "Einstein and the
Rabbi: Searching or the Soul" (Flatiron books, 2017). Those who
have read this tell us it has some of the excitement of a detective
story involving science and spirituality. Meeting will be at the usual place and time: FPC at
6:00 p.m.
Copies are available from Amazon for between about $13 to $17 dollars in paperback,
depending upon whether you have Amazon Prime and /or want a new or used book.
Call Ken Wolf if you have questions: (270) 293-5502.

Beth Belote Circle
The Beth Belote Circle will meet on Thursday, February 7, for a presentation by Marcie
Hobbs. Our meeting time (6:00-7:30 p.m.) is designed particularly for women whose
work precludes daytime circle meetings. We gather at Debbie Burgess's home--1710
Audubon--and would welcome your attendance, too.

McKenzie-Moore Circle
The Dorothy McKenzie-Moore Circle will meet on Monday, February 11, at 1:00 p.m. in
the session room at FPC. Our study this year is "Twelve More Women of the Bible,"
which includes a book and an accompanying DVD that we watch during our sessions.
Newcomers are always welcome to attend! Refreshments provided.
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Submitted by Bill Stewart

Kids' Night Out: February 15, 2019
5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Our next Kids’ Night Out, for kids in grades nursery through fifth grade, will take place at FPC
on Friday, February 15, from 5-8 p.m. We will have pizza and juice for supper. The theme and
activities will be centered on Valentine’s Day. A sign-up sheet will be available in the lobby on the
sign-up table after February 2. Questions? Please contact Bill or Susan Stewart (270) 875-3009 or
1zackdog@gmail.com.

Need Line Referrals
Submitted by Andrea French
Our church works in collaboration with other churches and non-profit organizations in the
Murray community to provide emergency financial assistance to individuals and families who are
experiencing a financial crisis. These folks are referred to us by Need Line, an organization we
greatly depend on to help those in need. Some weeks we receive no referrals, yet other weeks we
have received as many as ten. Thanks to the generosity of our loving congregation, we've been
able to provide the following assistance to date this year:
January

$746.18

15 units of service

Save the Date!
Our Next Blood Drive Will Be Held On:
Thursday, February 14, 2019
From 12:30-5:30 p.m. at FPC
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Wednesday Night Live
February 6, 2019
5:30 p.m. Meal; 6:00 p.m. Presentation
“Candlemas”(Candle Mass)
First Christian Church
Come and learn about this ancient religious celebration that occurs
on February 2 (40 days after Christmas), in which we remember the
Presentation of Baby Jesus at the Temple. On Candlemas the church’s
candles are blessed, along with the candles in our homes. Both
churches’ liturgical candles will be blessed and we will have the
opportunity to make our own candles to take home and bless our
homes with. The meal will be provided by Shirley Latto and Ann
Thornton. Hosted by Pastor Ruth Ragovin and Youth Group
Director, Andrew Green.
February 20, 2019
5:30 p.m. Meal; 6:00 p.m. Presentation
"Care Cards for Spring Creek Residents and Staff"
First Presbyterian Church
Participants are encouraged to make care cards for the residents of
Spring Creek Health Care. You may also write a card to encourage a
healthcare worker. Please address your cards with either "Resident"
or "Care Worker." I have ordered some cards, but extra card
donations would be appreciated. I would also like to donate dolls or
stuﬀed cats/dogs for the residents. People with dementia and
Alzheimer’s respond very well to dolls and animals. If you would
like to donate something for this night, please either bring it to
WNL or drop it of f at the Church the next time you are there.
Thank you, Juli McClain.
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February Birthdays
George Cochran, February 4
Todd Wright, February 6
Kathy Stroud, February 9
Valerie Heath, February 11
Tim Belcher, February 13
Eleanor Rivera, February 15
JoAnn Martin, February 15
Cheryl Pittman, February 24

February Anniversaries
Renee and Jerry Meyer, February 5

Clerk’s Corner
Submitted by Carol Allen
Stated Session Meeting
January 14, 2019
• The Elder Class of 2021 (Tana Field, Kathie Fleming, and Debbie Hixon) was examined and
approved by Session with their ordination/installation scheduled for January 27, 2019.
• Session approved Shirley McKinney’s transfer of membership to Grace Presbyterian Church,
Las Vegas, Nevada.

Financial Report
Submitted by George Kipphut
Final 2018 Financial Report
2018 General Fund Income - $193,558
2018 General Fund Expenses - $187,169
2019 General Fund Income as of Jan 28,2019 - $18,542
2019 General Fund Expenses as of Jan 28, 2019 - $14,058
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Prayer Concerns
“Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you.
Jeremiah 29:12

Church Members and Regular Attendees
Marcie Johnson

Breast Cancer Treatments

Kathy and Robin Stroud

Robin, stroke recovery

Morgan Randall

Loss of father, Greg Randall

Barbara Conley

Breast Cancer Diagnosis

Sue Lyford

Loss of brother, Tom Miles

Marcie Hobbs

Loss of father, Fred Blix

Andrea Howe

Broken leg

Dennis Mills

Health issues

Deanna Wolf

Health complications and recovery

Jerry Stanley

Recovery

Margaret Boone

Medical issues

Eva Hopkins

Strength and recovery

Sue Cochran

Health issues

Warren Thomas

Home

Paul Shaw

Declining health due to Parkinson’s Disease

Mary Lynn Christensen

Alzheimer's, Spring Creek #129

Sal Matarazzo

Home

Family and Friends of the Congregation
Bill and Anne Williams (Cindy Barnett's parents) Care for Bill's Parkinson's disease and dementia
Bob McCullouch (Maribeth Crawford's uncle) Prostate cancer
Baby Finn (Family friend of Hoﬀmans)

Stage 4 cancer
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Delores (Val Heath's Mother

Broken hip

Laura (Terri Long’s sister)

Recovery, hiatal hernia surgery

Danny (Liz Gillaim's cousin)

Inoperable brain tumor

Gwen Wolf (Deanna's friend)

Lung transplant recovery

Family of Billy Mitchell
Family of George Saunders
Justine Ostlund
Bruce Pittman

Health complications

Joe (Jenny Rea's father)

Stroke

Rita Hendon (George Cochran’s aunt)

Cancer

Beth Jones (Tanner’s mother)

Breast cancer

Thelma Clark (Melinda Wall's co-worker) Passing of her son, Chris
Beth Jones (Tanner's mother)

Recovery from surgery, breast cancer

Debbie Maclin

Lymphoma

Rita Hendon (George Cochran's Aunt)

Cancer recurrence

Janie Green (Andrew's wife)

Blindness, surgery at UK Jan. 24

Glen Davis (Andrea Howe's father)

Health issues

Sonia Fall (Pastor Renee's family)

Pulmonary fibrosis

Sherry (Sue Cochran's sister)

Health issues and loss of son, Troy

Sandy Cunningham (Pastor Renee's mother) Severe macular degeneration
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