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From Pastor Renee's Desk
As I have been reflecting on the idea of incarnation, the
divine in human flesh and blood, I have tried to expand
my understanding. As a result, I am coming to the
conclusion that incarnation may be the most potent,
and maybe the most important of all theologies about
Jesus.

Church Sta!
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Renee A. Meyer
Clerk of Session: Carol Allen
Treasurer: George Kipphut
Admin Assistant: Andrea French
Campus Ministry Director: Lisa Polivick
Youth Director: Andrew Green
Music Director: Kate Tombaugh
Accompanist: Christy D'Ambrosio
Storyteller: Lucy Mitchell
Nursery Attendants: Mandy Brogan,
Lucy Mitchell
Custodian: Monte Fisher
Oﬃce Hours:
Mon-Fri 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.;

Before we can talk about incarnation, we must first talk
about our conceptions/theories of Divinity. Many
philosophers of religion, both present and past, charge
religious people with anthropomorphizing the Divine.
This is just a fancy way of saying that we humans create
God in our own image. Such theorists claim that our
God-conjuring consists of projecting all of our best
human qualities: compassion, empathy, love, kindness,
mercy, etc. onto an imagined being who also has
supernatural characteristics like omnipotence,
omniscience, and eternal existence. Then we denigrate
our own human qualities by calling ourselves weak,
sinful, greedy, covetous, and any other number of
depressing and shameful descriptors. We humans have
no supernatural powers, but rather exist in the land of
finitude with limited understanding and knowledge.
Hence the chasm between Divinity and Humanity is
established.
In the religious camp are those who say that to be
created in the image of God is to have some piece of
divinity within us—some call it the Holy Spirit, others
say it is the soul. Then there are those who say that to
be created in God’s image is to have the propensity
toward, or at least the capacity for: love, kindness,
compassion, mercy, justice, and all manner of good.
Personally, I think the incarnation demonstrates to us

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
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Join Us!
Men's Breakfast
Every Wednesday
Morning at 7 a.m.
Dec 5, Crossroads
Dec 12, Hih Burger
Dec 19, Martha's
Dec 26, Rudy's
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that when we reach our capacity to be Fully Human—that is
—when, by the grace of God, we become all that we were
created to be, it is then that we best demonstrate what it
means to be created in the image of God. Sit with that for a
moment.
Think about the most meaningful events over the course of
your life. Picture them now in your mind. Chances are, the
older we get, the more likely we are to say that the most
significant moments center around those we have loved and
those who have loved us. They are about moments of
compassion, friendship, and joy. They are about moments of
tenderness and moments of celebration. They are about the
times when we felt so strongly the connection to another
human being that it seemed as though our hearts beat as one.
I would suggest that living into these moments is what it
means to be Fully Human. And this, my friends, is what it
means to be made in the image of God.
Perhaps, the incarnation of God in Jesus of Nazareth, is about
one who has modeled for us all that we were created to be.
Perhaps the incarnation is meant to help us reclaim our Full
Humanity, and thereby, the image of the Divine—in each and
every one of us.
Shalom, Renee

Presbyterian Women
Submitted by Shirley Latto

Lunch Bunch
Every Thursday at 12 p.m.
Dec 6, Mugsy's
Dec 13, Big Apple
Dec 20, Jasmine Thai
Dec 27, Applebee's

If you have visited our church
lately, you might have seen a
child’s back pack displayed in the
church lobby. During worship
service, Cheryl Pitman spoke to
us about the community Back
Pack Program and how it helps
fight food insecurity for our
youngest children. Thanks to
another successful Holly Berry
f u n d r a i s e r i n No v e m b e r,
Presbyterian Women were able to
purchase all of the food supplies
in bulk from Sam's Club. Our mission in December is to
"stuﬀ " the food bags that will eventually be placed discretely
into a child's back pack on Friday afternoons, providing a little
extra nutrition over the weekend.
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Therefore, our Presbyterian Women will not meet as usual this
month for a brown-bag luncheon; instead, we will meet three
diﬀerent times to make our Back Pack Sacks. All helping hands
who want to help with this special project are needed on the
following dates/times:
Wednesday, December 5, set up at 12:00 p.m. and packing at 1:30
p.m.
Wednesday, December 12, set up at 12:00 p.m. and packing at
1:30 p.m.
Tuesday, December 18, set up at 12:00 p.m. and packing at 1:30
p.m.
We would like to thank Cheryl and Ralph Pittman, Kathie and
Don Fleming, and Joan and Whitey Adams for their help
sourcing, purchasing, loading, and unloading the food for this year's program.

Need Line Referrals
Submitted by Andrea French
We have been accepting a nice and steady steam of Need Line referrals, meeting a lot of nice
folks in the process! Our goal is to be able to conserve our funds over the next few months so
that we will still be able to provide heating assistance during the extra-cold months of January
and February. We are incredibly thankful for our members who have given from their resources
to help others in need! Our monthly totals for the year 2018 read as follows:
January

$579.64

11 units of service

February

$1,104.62

16 units of service

March

$875

17 units of service

April

$826.1

16 units of service

May

$1,255.09

21 units of service

June

$1072.52

14 units of service

July

$1233.66

15 units of service

August

$1225.23

19 units of service

September

$560.66

11 units of service

October

$800

15 units of service

November

$756.57

13 units of service

December

$589.041

11 units of service (as of December 14)
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Holly Berry Bazaar
Photos submitted by Andrea French
We would like to thank our Presbyterian Women, Men, and all of our phenomenal volunteers
who worked hard to pull oﬀ another successful Holly Berry! It was fun getting into the spirit of
Christmas with our friends while raising funds for the backpack program. It's wonderful to
witness the spirit of community found within our church family. This event would not have been
possible without the helping hands of many people working together.
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Beth Belote Circle
Debbie Burgess will host the Beth Belote Circle at her home, 1710 Audubon Drive, on
Thursday, December 6. The meetings are scheduled after most people's workday, from
6:00-7:30 p.m., when we enjoy wine, good conversation, Debbie's delectable appetizers,
and thoughtful explorations of faith. Marcie Johnson will lead the December
discussion. All women are welcome to join us!

McKenzie-Moore Circle
The Dorothy McKenzie-Moore Circle will meet on Monday, December 10, at 1:00 p.m.
in the session room at FPC. Our study this year is "Twelve More Women of the Bible,"
which includes a book and an accompanying DVD that we watch during our sessions.
Newcomers are always welcome to attend!
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The December Group Event
Submitted by Kathie Fleming
The Group will hold its annual Dirty Santa gift auction and dinner on Friday, December 7 at 5:00
p.m. It will be a potluck appetizer/dessert meal at the home of Shirley Latto: 1534 London Drive.
Please sign up to attend at the sign-up table in the church lobby.

Soup for the Soul
Submitted by Ann Stanley
We had another fun night serving at Soup for the Soul on Monday,
November 19. A word of thanks to our hard working members Whitey
Adams, Ken Wolf, Annie Wells, and Kathy Stroud, who worked the early
shift and prepared spaghetti, garlic bread, tossed salad and fruit salad.
The clean up crew consisted of Ann and David Royalty and Cheryl and
Ralph Pittman. We wouldn’t be able to serve all of the people without our
volunteers.
Marcie Johnson has agreed to split the organization of Soup for the Soul with me, so she and a
crew will run the early shift (2:15 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.) and prepare the food and begin the serving,
while I and another crew will run the later shift (4:30 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.) and continue the serving
and clean up. So, you may be contacted by Marcie if she needs workers. If you prefer to work
one shift over another please let us know. If you are able to work the full time, let us know that
also. The entire shift is getting too much for me and I’m grateful to Marcie for her energy,
enthusiasm and commitment to Soup for the Soul.
I invite you to come and experience the fulfilling feeling you will have when you leave after
serving these wonderful people! One youngster came up to me as I was finishing cleaning the
bathrooms and said, "We love coming to this restaurant. We don’t get to eat in restaurants very
often!" Blessings abound!
Our next time to host Soup for the Soul will be on Monday, January 21. If you are interested in
helping us prepare and serve the meal that evening, please text or call Ann Stanley at (270)
293-7049, or Marcie Johnson at (270) 853-0128.

Youth Group
Serving First Presbyterian Church and First Christian Church Youth Grades 6-12

December Schedule:
December 5

No Youth Group (MSU Finals Week)

December 12

5:30 p.m. Youth Group: Christmas Party at MOTA House

December 19

No Youth Group

December 26

No Youth Group

Youth Director: Andrew Green; (270) 978-1527; andrewgreen12@gmail.com.
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MOTA Calendar
December 4

Follow MOTA on Facebook!

Christmas/End of Semester Party

We have Sunday School in the MOTA house every Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. Coﬀee and
pastries are provided! We also have a home-cooked meal each Sunday after church in the MOTA
House.

Kids' Night Out: Friends and Shenanigans
Photos submitted by Susan and Bi" Stewart

Children pause long enough to take a group photo.

Play-Doh is always more fun with friends!

Word got out that it was a pajama party!

This game of Twister is getting fierce!

Rule # 467 for a successful Kids' Night Out: pizza!

Thank you, Susan, Bill, Lucy and Sarah for a terrific time!
We cannot wait for the next Kids' Night Out!
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Alternative Christmas Gift
Market 2018: Open for Business
Submitted by Deanna Wolf
The Alternative Christmas Gift Market will again be oﬀered
after service on the following Sundays in December: December
2, 9, 16. You will have an opportunity to purchase meaningful
gifts for some of the toughest people on your list. Please review
the updated 2018 ACGM Christmas Catalog of charities from which you can choose to make a
charitable contribution in their name. It's the gift that gives twice! We have oﬀered a variety of
choices, so you can pick the one that would be most meaningful to your giftee. Let the
Alternative Christmas Gift Market help make your holiday shopping a little easier this year!

Renee and Jerry's Annual Open House
Submitted by Renee Meyer
Saturday, December 22
from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m
You are invited to attend our annual
Open House, which will be held on
Saturday, December 22, at our home, 631
Oaks Country Club Road. Please come
hungry! There will be food, desserts, and
a double-batch of Renee’s famous
Wassail! Stay for as long as you would
like. This is our gift to you, so please do
not ask us if you can bring anything for it
—the answer is NO! All you need to
bring is you! If you have questions, please
contact Pastor Renee at: (270) 227-7714.

Save the Date!
Our Next Blood Drive Will Be Held On:
Thursday, December 20, 2018
From 12:30-5:30 p.m. at FPC
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Head & Heart Update
Submitted by Ken Wolf
Dear Friends: Thanks to the timely recommendation of Fred Morton, a
member of the Memphis branch of Head and Heart, we have decided to
read a new book by Elaine Pagels entitled, "Why Religion?" (2018).
This is not a heavy academic tone, but an autobiographical look at how her
life has influenced her academic work. It is available from Amazon at $17.50
(if I remember correctly) and we will begin our discussions of it at our next meeting on
January 24. Since I have not yet received my copy, I will only suggest that we discuss the
first several chapters. More later. Happy Thanksgiving and Christmas. Blessings to all.

Clerk’s Corner
Submitted by Carol A"en
Stated Session Meeting
November 8, 2018
Session approved serving communion on the second Sunday of December, the 9, instead of the
first Sunday, the 2, because the Christmas cantata will be presented on the 2.
Session received Shirley Latto’s gift of a carpet cleaner.

Financial Report
Submitted by George Kipphut
2018 General Fund Income as of November 28 - $168,761
2018 General Fund Expenses as of November 28 - $171,818
2018 and 2019 Pledges: If you need information to complete your 2018 Pledge, please contact the
Church oﬃce or the Church Treasurer. If you intend to make a pledge for 2019, please turn in
pledge card as soon as possible. Pledge cards can be returned on Sunday, or by mailing or
dropping it oﬀ at the Church Oﬃce.
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December Birthdays
Marcie Johnson, December 1
Rocky Long, December 3
Joan Adams, December 6
Don Gaskin, December 11
Morgan Randall, December 12
John Gregory, December 25

December Anniversaries

Donald Fleming, December 25
George Kipphut, December 28
Elizabeth Gilliam, December 28

Melinda & Russ Wall, December 19

Debra Hixon, December 30

Barbara & Harry Conley, December 28
Laynie & Chris Mitchell, December 28

Prayer Concerns
“Then when you ca" upon me and come and pray to me, I wi" hear you.
Jeremiah 29:12

Church Members and Regular Attendees
Andrea Howe

Broken leg

Barbara Conley

Biopsy

Dennis Mills

Recovery from carpel tunnel surgeries
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Deanna Wolf

Recovery from surgery, infection and pulled
muscle/ligament

Jerry Stanley

Undergoing testing for extreme shortness of
breath

Luke Crawford

Recovery from knee surgery

Margaret Boone

Medical issues

Eva Hopkins

Strength and recovery

Sue Cochran

Health issues

Warren Thomas

Home

Paul Shaw

Declining health due to Parkinson’s Disease

Mary Lynn Christensen

Alzheimer's, Spring Creek #129

Sal Matarazzo

Congestive heart failure

Family and Friends of the Congregation
Greg Randall (Morgan Randall's father)

Lung cancer

Danny (Dawn Gaskin's cousin)

Inoperable brain tumor

Family of Billy Mitchell
Family of George Saunders
Rev. Russ Ragovin

Surgery for colorectal cancer

Justine Ostlund
Bruce Pittman
Joe (Jenny Rea's father)

Stroke

Family of Zach Sager (Lisa Polivick’s niece’s husband)
Rita Hendon (George Cochran’s aunt)

Cancer

Beth Jones (Tanner’s mother)

Recovery from surgery

Debbie Maclin
Family of Barbara Clark

Former voice teacher and mentor to Maribeth
Crawford, Tana Field, Jenny Rea

Thelma Clark (Melinda Wall's co-worker) Passing of her son, Chris
Beth Jones (Tanner's mother)

Recovery from surgery, breast cancer
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Debbie Maclin

Lymphoma

Rita Hendon (George Cochran's Aunt)

Cancer recurrence

Janie Green (Andrew's wife)

Blindness, seeing doctor in Louisville,

Glen Davis (Andrea Howe's father)

Health issues

Sonia Fall (Pastor Renee's family)

Pulmonary fibrosis

Jana Maxlow (Dave Howe's friend)

Breast Cancer

Julie Stone (Andrea French's aunt)

Recovery from breast cancer and treatments

Sherry (Sue Cochran's sister)

Health issues and loss of son, Troy

Terri Prince

Lung cancer and chemo

Sandy Cunningham (Pastor Renee's mother)

Severe macular degeneration
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